ORDINANCE NO.  3755

AN ORDINANCE MAKING IT UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON POSSESSING, HARBORING, KEEPING, HAVING AN INTEREST  IN, OR HAVING CONTROL OR CUSTODY OF A CAT, WHICH IS FIVE MONTHS OF AGE OR OLDER, TO ALLOW ANY SUCH UNSTERILIZED CAT TO GO OR REMAIN OUTDOORS

THE CITY OF PENDLETON ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1.          Police Power.  This Ordinance is adopted as an exercise of the police power of the City of Pendleton and shall be known and may be cited as ACAT REGULATION ORDINANCE.@
Section 2.

Definitions.  As used in this Ordinance:

ACat@ means any feline, household pet, domesticated or wild cat, which is over the age of five months or an adult.

AUnsterilized@ means a cat that has not been sterilized or spayed.

AHaving an interest in@ includes feeding, watering or providing care, comfort or shelter for an animal  more than once.  

AOutdoors@ means outside of an enclosed building that restricts ingress and egress of animal passage.

Section 3.

Cats Allowed Outdoors-Prohibitions.
A       It is unlawful for any person possessing, harboring, keeping, having an interest in, or having control or custody of a cat, which is five months of age or older, to allow any such unsterilized cat, to go or remain outdoors.

B.      It shall constitute a defense to violation of this ordinance if a cited or warned person provides, within 30 days of the date of citation or warning, competent written proof that the subject cat has been sterilized,  is relocated to home or shelter, or moved indoors, in such a manner that future violation will not occur.

Section 4.

Violation and Penalties.



A.     A violation of this Ordinance shall be punishable as follows:

1.      First offense shall be punishable by a fine of not less than Twenty-Five dollars and not more One-Hundred-Twenty-Five dollars.

2.      Second offense shall be punishable by a fine of not less than Fifty dollars and not more Two-Hundred-Fifty dollars.

3.      Third or more offenses shall be punishable by a fine of not less than Fifty dollars and not more than Five-Hundred dollars.

B.     For purposes of this section, a violation of any of the provisions of this ordinance or receipt of a written warning from a code enforcement officer or police officer shall constitute a prior offense.

C.     For purposes of establishing that a cat is  five months of age or older, any competent non-expert witness may give opinion evidence to establish acceptable and satisfactory proof.

PASSED by the City Council and approved by the Mayor June 19, 2007.



APPROVED: ________________________

Phillip W. Houk

Mayor

ATTEST:  __________________________

Judi Zoske

City Recorder



APPROVED AS TO FORM:
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Peter H. Wells

City Attorney
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